CMS Vatavaran holds panel discussion on bio diversity

India will soon require Oxygen booths.” _ Padma Shree Dr Anil P Joshi.
Dehradun, 1 Aug: CMS Vatavaran hosted a panel discussion on challenges to biodiversity of Uttarakhand from climate change in the ICFRE Auditorium, today.
The discussion targeted on focusing Uttarakhand as a hub of biodiversity with an estimated 7000 species of plants alongside several rare and endangered species of herbal and aromatic plants. They stated the importance of conserving Uttarakhand’s bio diversity to save danger. 

Former Vice Chancellor FNA and Advisor Prof P Singh was the chief guest on the occasion while Former Professor CII Prof SP Singh was the moderator for the event. 

The key speakers on the occasion were Founder HESCO and renowned ecologist Padam Shree Dr Anil Joshi, Prof SP Singh Addl PCCF Dr DVS Khati, DDG (Ext) ICFRE Saibal Dasgupta, DDG ICFRE Dr Sandeep Tripathi and Scientist WII Dr Ruchi Badola.

The speakers gave presentations on various aspects like species, temperature, seed germination, Himalyan Glaciers, Balck Carbon, Uttarakhand as a Water capital and water problems. A discussion on depleting rivers was also held. The speakers concentrated on collective community growth. 
Dr Joshi spoke about the wisdom of farmers. He further stated, “It is certainly not the first time that the world is facing an environment crisis. These issues pertain to the villages and not to metros like Delhi. We require an inclusive approach. Our state has several glaciers but still over ten thousand villages suffer form water scarcity. For any positive change we do not need Science alone, we need tradition involved with science. We most definitely require a resource based economy. In India, richest in resources are poor and poorest in resources are richer. India will soon require Oxygen booths.”
An open forum interaction was also held to reflect ideas of the participants. 

The second day of the movie screenings was much enjoyed by the students of various schools. Movies on environmental issues  were screened at Jaswant Modern Senior Secondary School, Doon University, The Asian School, Welham Girls School, Welham Boys School, Merico Industries and Guru Nanak Fifth Centenary School.
The movies screened during the day were Chail, Life: Reptiles and Amphibians, The Jungle gang meets the rhino, The Shark Riddle, Save water Save Life, Life: Challenges of life, Home: Our Garden of Eden, Roads, Faith Revisited, Chasing water, Rajaji,  North Eastern Diaries, Tiger Queen, What goes around comes back, Polar Bears- living in thin ice, Bunty’s tree, Public Service Announcements on the Protection of the Commons, Earth Witness: Reflections on the time and timeless, Crumple, My home is green, The fall of Jataayu, Searching water and Les Ailes Du Soleil. The medium in which movies were shown are English, Hindi, French and even non verbal. 

GREEN FILM MAKING WORKSHOP  by Mr Gurmeet Sapal 

Doon University Vice-Chancellor Dr V K Jain appreciated the efforts of School of Communication and CMS VATAVARAN
 The most exciting phase of the day was a green filmmaking workshop which took place in Doon University itself and Malsi Deer Park. 
celebrated photographer-filmmaker Gurmeet Sapal taught the intricacies of filming wildlife to the participating students.

Encouraging students to participate in such endeavours, Doon University Vice-Chancellor Dr V K Jain appreciated the efforts of School of Communication and CMS Vatavaran.

Mr Sapal elaborated the functioning of a camera for students and explained the significance of concepts like picture composition, colour combination and frames. Sprinkling the session with interesting personal anecdotes, he also answered the queries of students regarding a camera and picture composition.

The students were then taken to the picturesque environs of Malsi Deer Park where they were taught the ways of capturing wildlife on camera by Mr Sapal and well-known photographer Bhumesh Bharti who accompanied the team. 

A total of 26 students from six renowned institutions namely Doon University, Sai Institute, Doon School, Welham Boys’ School, Jaswant Modern School and Guru Nanak Fifth Centenary School, Mussoorie, participated in the workshop.

